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Chennai ponniyals As India gears up for the 2019 general elections, with the heat on the Bharatiya Janata Party, the new AIADMK government in Tamil Nadu and the CPM’s stronghold in Kerala, what exactly has the state witnessed over the past few years? Increasing youth unemployment, corruption and pollution. The
explosive #MeToo movement followed by massive changes in the movie industry, in the education system, in the workplace and in the policing have just been the tip of the ice berg that has gained momentum over the last two years. The #MeToo movement was born in India in 2018 and over the course of two years

spread to 500 cities across the country. The movement attracted widespread criticism, as well as praise. It focused on spreading awareness about sexual harassment and worked to encourage victims of such crimes to come forward. In November last year, more than 1,000 men were arrested on charges of sexual
harassment. This was the first time that the Centre had framed a law on the issue. On the other side of the coin, controversies around appointment of women to public-sector positions became a hot topic of debate. In February this year, it emerged that the Chief Justice of the country, Dipak Misra, had allegedly given a
favourable reference to a woman journalist who had interviewed him, as a judge on a judicial panel. The women’s movement also had its share of controversies. In June last year, the police registered a case against actor Nana Patekar for sexual harassment, on the basis of a complaint by Tanushree Dutta. However, she

dropped the case in October this year, saying she was too stressed out to fight the case. Kerala, known for its saffron robes, has witnessed a massive change in this year’s election campaign. Women in Bengaluru are still fighting for recognition and the right to speak at public meetings. The AIADMK government has
seen its popularity plummet after it installed a controversial statue of a man in
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